
the city streets and alleys. 

Collect all who look like 

they need a square meal, 

all the misfits and homeless 

and wretched you can lay 

your hands on, and bring 

them here.'  

"The servant reported back, 

'Master, I did what you com-

manded— and there's still 

room.'  

"The master said, 'Then go 

to the country roads. Who-

ever you find, drag them in. 

I want my house full! Let me 

tell you, not one of those 

originally invited is going to 

get so much as a bite at my 

dinner party.'"  

From The Message   

Luke 14:15-24 

That triggered a response 

from one of the guests: 

"How fortunate the one 

who gets to eat dinner in 

God's kingdom!"  

Jesus followed up. "Yes. 

For there was once a man 

who threw a great dinner 

party and invited many. 

When it was time for din-

ner, he sent out his servant 

to the invited guests,     

saying, 'Come on in; the 

food's on the table.'  

"Then they all began to 

beg off, one after another 

making excuses. The first 

said, 'I bought a piece of 

property and need to look 

it over. Send my regrets.'  

"Another said, 'I just bought 

five teams of oxen, and I 

really need to check them 

out. Send my regrets.'  

"And yet another said, 'I 

just got married and need 

to get home to my wife.'  

"The servant went back 

and told the master what 

had happened. He was 

outraged and told the ser-

vant, 'Quickly, get out into 

Parable of  the Great Feast 

A story to enter into and a lifestyle to pursue  

The man sitting at the table 

with Jesus envisioned the 

glory of God’s Kingdom, but 

he did not yet understand 

how to have a share in it.  In 

Jesus’ story, many people 

turned down the invitation to 

the banquet because the 

timing was inconvenient.  

We, too, may resist or delay 

responding to God’s invita-

tion, and our excuses may 

sound reasonable—work 

duties, family responsibilities, 

financial needs, or other  

reasons. Nevertheless, God’s 

invitation is the most        

important event in your life, 

no matter how inconveniently 

it may be timed.  Are you 

making excuses to avoid re-

sponding to God’s call?  

Jesus reminds us that the time 

will come when God will pull 

his invitation and offer it to 

others—then it will be too late 

to get into the banquet. 

From the  

Life Application Study Bible 

 

PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES 

 

FIRST READING:  HEAD 

THIS READING IS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF “HEARING” OR “SEEING” 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT.  IT ASKS 

WHERE A WORD OR PHRASE 

TOUCHES YOUR LIFE TODAY.   

 

SECOND READING:  HEART 

DOES A WORD OR PASSAGE 

TOUCH YOUR HEART?  WHEN YOU 

FIND A PHRASE OR WORD, GENTLY 

RECITE IT TO YOURSELF.  WHAT 

WORD OR PHRASE TOUCHES YOUR 

HEART? 

 

THIRD READING:  HANDS 

THIS READING IS FOR THE     

PURPOSE OF EXPERIENCING CHRIST 

“CALLING US FORTH” INTO DOING 

OR BEING.  ASK YOURSELF WHAT 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT IS INVITING 

YOU TO DO OR TO BECOME  

TODAY OR THIS WEEK.    

November 23, 2008 
Classic Service starts at 9:00am  

Second Service at 10:30 am  
PRAY THE TEXT OF THE DAY AND ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY — 

With Abram Olfert & Marion Tansey in the Sofa Room at 9:45am 

A  T R U E  W O R S H I P  E X P E R I E N C E  I S  O F T E N  A  D I R E C T  R E S U L T  

O F  P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  W O R S H I P  ( N U M B E R S  2 8 : 1 - 2 )   

O U R  S AC R E D  S PAC E   
A T  L E V E L  G R O U N D  M E N N O N I T E  C H U R C H — S U N D A Y S  A T  9 : 4 5 A M   

Level Ground 
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PRAY THE TEXT OF THE DAY AND ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY — 

The Parable of  the Great Feast   
This parable makes cinema of what was only a snapshot when Jesus called Levi to be 

his disciple.  At that point, Luke tell us, “Levi gave a great banquet for [Jesus] in his 

house; and there was a large crown of tax collectors and others sitting at the table with 

them.  The Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, saying, “Why 

do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”  (5:29-30).  Now it is not only 

tax collectors and prostitutes who are entering the kingdom of God ahead of the relig-

iously flawless (Matt 21:31) but the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.  

This is the great supper of the Son of God, the Messianic Banquet, The Feast of 

Heaven, which Levi’s banquet foreshadows, and the heavenly ones are not those we 

might expect to be the guests at such an immortal gathering.  The first ones to be in-

vited did not come, opening the way for those considered second-rate and inferior.  

We have often been told that we will be surprised by the sort of people who will 

populate the kingdom of heaven.  It is actually easier to imagine all sorts of street   

people being there than some of the world’s great villains or our own personal       

enemies, people who slandered, assaulted, or crushed us.   

Yet the God of Surprises will undoubtedly baffle us tomorrow even as he baffles us 

today by the sheer extravagance and inclusiveness of his grace.  No sooner do we 

write an individual off than we can be sure God is working light and spirit into all the 

crevices and fissures of that person’s soul.                              Spiritual Formation Bible 

 

 

From Discover God Study Bible 

It was common practice in Jesus’ day to first send out an invitation for a celebration or feast, and then, when all the   prepa-

rations had been finished, to send out a second invitation to let the guests know it was time to attend. 

MAKING ROOM, Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition.  The Spiritual Rhythms of Hospitality.   

“As a way of life, an act of love, an expression of faith, our hospitality reflects and anticipates God’s       

welcome.  Simultaneously costly and wonderfully rewarding, hospitality often involves small deaths and little   

resurrections.  By God’s grace we can grow more willing, more eager, to open the door to a needy neighbor, 

a weary sister or brother, a stranger in distress. Perhaps as we open that door more regularly, we will grow 

increasingly sensitive to the quiet knock of angels.  In the midst of a life-giving practice, we too might catch 

glimpses of Jesus who asks for our welcome and welcomes us home.”  (page 187).  

http://books.google.ca/books?id=3uCAshDkca8C&printsec=frontcover&dq=Making+Room,+Recovering+Hospitality+as+Christian+Tradition&source=gbs_summary_r&cad=0


Should we accept invitations 

to Christmas parties, reunions, 

etc., that will include mostly 

non-Christians? 

Luke 5:27-32 
After this he went out and saw 
a man named Levi at his work 
collecting taxes. Jesus said, 
"Come along with me." And he 

did—walked away from eve-
rything and went with him.  
 Levi gave a large dinner at 
his home for Jesus. Everybody 
was there, tax men and other 
disreputable characters as 
guests at the dinner. The 
Pharisees and their religion 
scholars came to his disciples 
greatly offended. "What is he 

doing eating and drinking 
with crooks and 'sinners'?"  

 Jesus heard about it and 

spoke up, "Who needs a doc-

tor: the healthy or the sick? I'm 

here inviting outsiders, not 

insiders—an invitation to a 

changed life, changed inside 

and out."      Dee Brestin: The 

Joy of Hospitality 

Jesus said to him, "Simon, I 

have something to tell you."  

"Oh? Tell me."  

"Two men were in debt to a 

banker. One owed five hun-

dred silver pieces, the other 

fifty. Neither of them could 

pay up, and so the banker 

canceled both debts. Which 

of the two would be more 

grateful?"  

Simon answered, "I suppose 

the one who was forgiven the 

most."  

"That's right," said Jesus. Then 

turning to the woman, but 

speaking to Simon, he said, 

"Do you see this woman? I 

came to your home; you pro-

vided no water for my feet, 

but she rained tears on my 

feet and dried them with her 

How did Jesus express ap-

preciation?  How should you? 

Luke 7:36-50 
One of the Pharisees asked 
him over for a meal. He went 
to the Pharisee's house and 
sat down at the dinner table. 
Just then a woman of the 
village, the town harlot, hav-
ing learned that Jesus was a 
guest in the home of the 
Pharisee, came with a bottle 
of very expensive perfume 
and stood at his feet, weep-
ing, raining tears on his feet. 
Letting down her hair, she 
dried his feet, kissed them, 
and anointed them with the 
perfume. When the Pharisee 
who had invited him saw this, 
he said to himself, "If this man 
was the prophet I thought he 
was, he would have known 
what kind of woman this is 
who is falling all over him."  

hair. You gave me no greet-

ing, but from the time I ar-

rived she hasn't quit kissing 

my feet. You provided noth-

ing for freshening up, but she 

has soothed my feet with 

perfume. Impressive, isn't it? 

She was forgiven many, 

many sins, and so she is very, 

very grateful. If the forgive-

ness is minimal, the gratitude 

is minimal."  

Then he spoke to her: "I for-

give your sins."  

That set the dinner guests 

talking behind his back: 

"Who does he think he is, 

forgiving sins!"  

He ignored them and said to 

the woman, "Your faith has 

saved you. Go in peace."  

1 Being a good guest  

3 Being a good guest 

2 Being a good guest 

energies of prayer for that 
person. If someone slaps you 
in the face, stand there and 
take it. If someone grabs your 
shirt, gift wrap your best coat 
and make a present of it. If 
someone takes unfair advan-
tage of you, use the occasion 
to practice the servant life. No 
more tit-for-tat stuff. Live gen-
erously.  
"Here is a simple rule of 
thumb for behavior: Ask your-

self what you want people to 
do for you; then grab the 
initiative and do it for them! If 
you only love the lovable, do 
you expect a pat on the back? 
Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. 
If you only help those who 
help you, do you expect a 
medal? Garden-variety sin-
ners do that. If you only give 
for what you hope to get out 
of it, do you think that's char-
ity? The stingiest of pawn-
brokers does that.  

You might apply this to being 

a guest in the home of a 

relative or business acquaint-

ance who doesn’t seem to 

love you.  

Luke 6:27-32 
"To you who are ready for the 
truth, I say this: Love your ene-
mies. Let them bring out the 
best in you, not the worst. 
When someone gives you a 
hard time, respond with the 

PRAY THE TEXT OF THE DAY AND ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY — 

 

 

ASK YOURSELF 

WHAT YOU 

WANT PEOPLE 

TO DO FOR YOU; 

THEN GRAB THE 

INITIATIVE AND 

DO IT FOR THEM! 

3 

Dee Brestin:  

The Joy of Hospitality 



“ … biblical stories help us to realize not just that hospitality is an important virtue, but even more that in the context of        

hospitality guest and host can reveal their most precious gifts and bring new life to each other.   

Maybe the concept of hospitality can offer a new dimension of our understanding of a healing relationship and the formation of 

a re-creative community in a world so visibly suffering from alienation and estrangement. 

The term hospitality, therefore, should not be limited to its literal sense of receiving a stranger in our house—although it is    

important never to forget or neglect that!—but as a fundamental attitude toward our fellow human being, which can be       

expressed in a great variety of ways.”  Henri J.M. Nouwen 

Reaching Out 
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Our Sacred Space  

November 2008 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

November 23 REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY.  On your feet now—applaud GOD!  Bring a gift of laugher, sing your-

selves into his presence.  Psalm 100:1-2. 

November 24 [O Lord], you welcome those who find joy in doing what is right, those who remember how you 

want them to live.  Isaiah 64:5. 

November 25 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.   Psalm 80:19. 

November 26 The message about Christ has become so firmly established in you that you have not failed to re-

ceive a single blessing, as you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  1 Co. 1:6-7. 

November 27 [O Lord], do not be too angry with us or hold our sins against us forever.  We are your people; 

be merciful to us.  Isaiah 64:9. 

November 28 In union with Christ you have become rich in all things, including all speech and all knowledge.       

1 Co. 1:5.   

November 29 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.  1 Co: 1:3.   

Journeying Through the Days 2008 

 

The dessert sometimes 

issues its own invitation:  

“Come!  Enter into my 

silence, my uncluttered 

solitude, my stark 

beauty, and I will show 

you the depths of your 

own soul you never 

knew you had … Come 

and find strength; let 

grace encompass you, 

let go of baggage, 

and wait  simply for 

God. 

Elizabeth J. Canham 


