
another king without first de-

ciding whether it is possible 

with his ten thousand troops to 

face the twenty thousand 

troops of the other?  And if he 

decides he can‟t, won‟t he 

send an emissary and work 

out a truce?” 

“Simply put, if you‟re not will-

ing to take what is dearest to 

you, whether plans or people, 

and kiss it goodbye, you can‟t 

be my disciple.”  

“Salt is excellent.  But if the 

salt goes flat, it‟s useless, 

good for nothing.”   

“Are you listening to this?  

Really listening?”              

Luke 14:25-33  

The Message 

One day when large groups 

of people were walking 

along with him, Jesus turned 

and told them, “Anyone who 

comes to me but refuses to 

let go of father, mother, 

spouse, children, brothers, 

sisters—yes, even one‟s own 

self!—can‟t be my disciple.  

Anyone who won‟t shoulder 

his own cross and follow  

behind me can‟t be my     

disciple.   

Is there anyone here who, 

planning to build a new 

house, doesn‟t first sit down 

and figure the cost so you‟ll 

know if you can complete it?  

If you only get the founda-

tion laid and then run out of 

money, you‟re going to look 

pretty foolish.  Everyone 

passing by will poke fun at 

you: „He started something 

he couldn‟t finish.‟ 

“Or can you imagine a king 

going into battle against 

The Cost of  Discipleship 

A story to enter into and a lifestyle to pursue  

Life Application Study Bible 

14:27 Jesus‟ audience was 

well aware of what it meant 

to carry one‟s own cross.  

When the Romans led a 

criminal to his execution site, 

he was forced to carry the 

cross on which he would die.  

This showed his submission to 

Rome and warned observers 

that they had better submit, 

too.  Jesus made this state-

ment to get the crowds to 

think through their enthusiasm 

for him.  He encouraged 

those who were superficial 

either to go deeper or to 

turn back.  Following Christ 

means total submission to 

him—perhaps even to the 

point of death.   

14:28-30  When a builder 

doesn‟t count the cost or   

estimates it inaccurately, the 

building may be left       

uncompleted.  Will you 

abandon the Christian life 

after a little while because 

you did not count the cost of 

commitment to Jesus?  What 

are those costs?  Christians 

may face loss of social status 

or wealth.  They may have to 

give up control of their money, 

their time, or their career.  

They may be hated, sepa-

rated from their family, and 

even put to death.    Following 

Christ does not mean a trou-

ble-free life.  We must care-

fully count the cost of becom-

ing Christ‟s disciples so that 

we will firmly hold to our faith 

and won‟t be tempted later to 

turn back. 

PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES 

 

FIRST READING:  HEAD 

THIS READING IS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF “HEARING” OR “SEEING” 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT.  IT ASKS 

WHERE A WORD OR PHRASE 

TOUCHES YOUR LIFE TODAY.   

 

SECOND READING:  HEART 

DOES A WORD OR PASSAGE 

TOUCH YOUR HEART?  WHEN YOU 

FIND A PHRASE OR WORD, GENTLY 

RECITE IT TO YOURSELF.  WHAT 

WORD OR PHRASE TOUCHES YOUR 

HEART? 

 

THIRD READING:  HANDS 

THIS READING IS FOR THE     

PURPOSE OF EXPERIENCING CHRIST 

“CALLING US FORTH” INTO DOING 

OR BEING.  ASK YOURSELF WHAT 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT IS INVITING 

YOU TO DO OR TO BECOME  

TODAY OR THIS WEEK.    

November 16, 2008 
Classic Service starts at 9:00am  

Contemporary Service at 10:30 am  
PRAY THE TEXT OF THE DAY AND ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY —  

with Abram Olfert & Marion C. Tansey in the Prayer Room at 9:45am 

A  T R U E  W O R S H I P  E X P E R I E N C E  I S  O F T E N  A  D I R E C T  R E S U L T  

O F  P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  W O R S H I P  ( N U M B E R S  2 8 : 1 - 2 )   

O U R  S AC R E D  S PAC E  
A T  N E W  C H U R C H — S U N D A Y S  A T  9 : 4 5 A M  

New Church 
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PRAY THE TEXT OF THE DAY AND ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY —  

November 2008 

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

TAKE TEN 

Excerpts from Discipleship 101 

November 17: Read the Lord‟s Prayer (Matt.6:9-13) slowly and reflectively.  Record the 

phrases that stand out for you.  Ask God what He is saying to you through them.  

November 18: Consider the phrase, “Our Father”.  What does this phrase communicate 

to you?  How does it make you feel?  What pictures does it bring to mind?  (Include both 

the good and the bad.).   

November 19:  Read Luke 15:11-32 slowly and reflectively.  With which character do 

you most closely identify?  Why?   

November 20:  Read Romans 8:12-17 slowly several times.  Pause to listen wherever 

you sense God‟s spirit speaking to yours.   

November 21:  Read Ephesians 1:3-6 slowly several times.  Pause to listen to the phrases 

or words that God‟s Spirit may be using to speak truth into your life.   

November 22:  Read Romans 8:35-38 slowly several times.  How are you experiencing 

the love of God in the midst of hardship?   

From Discover God Study Bible 

HOLINESS   14:25-27 Hollow man.  “Get you heart in the game!” the coach screamed at the lumbering basketball player.  

It‟s painful to watch a performer who looks bored, distracted, and disengaged from what he‟s doing.  That was Jesus‟    

concern as He spoke to His followers about living as true disciples.  He has seen the impact of hypocrisy on God‟s people 

and He knew He could not build a church of hollow men and women, extremely religious but internally rebellious. When you 

fail to perform in a way that honors God, search out your inner motivations—why did you fail?  What was wrong with your 

heart?  Let Him fill you with the faith, hope, and love that energize your life for Him (1 Corinthians 13:1-13).   

WORSHIP  14:27-32  What will it mean for you to follow Jesus as one of His disciples?  What does your future hold if you 

decide to live “all out” for Him?  Jesus put it in a simple yet provocative way:  You will have to “carry your own cross” to 

follow.  That means your life, as you know it, will come to end.  Your life will be given over to another.  If that is true, you 

will have to ask yourself, “Am I willing to trade life on my terms for life on Jesus‟ terms?”  Jesus invites you to trade life on 

your terms for the life He offers.  It‟s a trade well worth the cost.   

PRAYER:   
From A Wee Worship Book 
Daytime Liturgy   

 
“Liberate all who follow Christ  
from narrowness of vision  
and limited discipleship. 
Make your people keen to serve you 
in the public worlds of business, 
politics, education, law, industry 
and wherever the welfare of humanity  
may be improved or threatened.   
Thus may compassion and justice 
inform our national life and institutions 
as keenly as they address  
our consciences.” 
 


