
Jesus said, "Were not ten 

healed? Where are the nine? 

Can none be found to come 

back and give glory to God 

except this outsider?" Then he 

said to him, "Get up. On your 

way. Your faith has healed 

and saved you." 

Translation: The Message 

 

Luke 17:11-19 

It happened that as he made 

his way toward Jerusalem, 

he crossed over the border 

between Samaria and    

Galilee. As he entered a 

village, ten men, all lepers, 

met him. They kept their  

distance but raised their 

voices, calling out, "Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us!" 

Taking a good look at them, 

he said, "Go, show your-

selves to the priests." 

They went, and while still on 

their way, became clean. 

One of them, when he     

realized that he was healed, 

turned around and came 

back, shouting his gratitude, 

glorifying God. He kneeled 

at Jesus' feet, so grateful. He 

couldn't thank him enough—

and he was a Samaritan. 

 

A story to enter into and a lifestyle to pursue  

Is your trust in God so strong 

that you act on what he says 

even before you see evi-

dence that it will work? 

Jesus healed all 10 lepers, 

but only one returned to 

thank him.  It is possible to 

receive God’s great gifts 

with an ungrateful spirit—9 

of the 10 men did so.  Only 

the thankful man, however, 

learned that his faith had 

played a role in his healing; 

and only grateful Christians 

grow in understanding God’s 

grace. God does not de-

mand that we thank him, but 

he is pleased when we do so.  

And he uses our responsive-

ness to teach us more about 

himself.   

Not only was this man a 

leper, he was also a       

Samaritan—a race despised 

by the Jews as idolatrous 

half-breeds.  Once again 

Luke is pointing out that God’s 

grace is for everybody.  

           Life Application Study Bible. 

PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES 

 

FIRST READING:  HEAD 

THIS READING IS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF “HEARING” OR “SEEING” 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT.  IT ASKS 

WHERE A WORD OR PHRASE 

TOUCHES YOUR LIFE TODAY.   

 

SECOND READING:  HEART 

DOES A WORD OR PASSAGE 

TOUCH YOUR HEART?  WHEN YOU 

FIND A PHRASE OR WORD, GENTLY 

RECITE IT TO YOURSELF.  WHAT 

WORD OR PHRASE TOUCHES YOUR 

HEART? 

 

THIRD READING:  HANDS 

THIS READING IS FOR THE     

PURPOSE OF EXPERIENCING CHRIST 

“CALLING US FORTH” INTO DOING 

OR BEING.  ASK YOURSELF WHAT 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT IS INVITING 

YOU TO DO OR TO BECOME  

TODAY OR THIS WEEK.    
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Gracious God, in the busy-

ness of my day, I sometimes 

forget to stop to thank you 

for all that is good in my life. 

My blessings are many and 

my heart is filled with grate-

fulness for the gift of living, 

for the ability to love and be 

loved, for the opportunity to 

see the everyday wonders of 

creation, for sleep and wa-

ter, for a mind that thinks and 

a body that feels. 

I thank you, too, for those 

things in my life that are less 

than I would hope them to 

be. Things that seem chal-

lenging, unfair, or difficult. 

When my heart feels 

stretched and empty, and 

pools of tears form in my 

weary eyes, still I rejoice that 

you are as near to me as my 

next breath and that in the 

midst of turbulence, I am 

growing and learning. 

In the silence of my soul, I 

thank you most of all for your 

unconditional and eternal 

love. 

Amen. 

 

—from Prayers for Living 

sadness this day, may find 

their sorrows lifted, if only for 

a moment.  I ask this for the 

sake of your love. Amen.” 

Blessing  

May God’s blessing so fill 

your soul with gratitude and 

grace this day that your 

heart gives voice to the silent 

song within. 

Prayer  

“Gracious God, my heart is 

ready to burst with joy. I feel 

like a flower wanting to push 

through the dark winter soil 

to display its beauty to the 

world. I want everyone to 

feel the wonder of life that I 

feel at this moment. Let my 

wonder and joy shine so that 

those who are under a veil of 

Chant 

When the heart is grateful, 

pushed outward in praise 

Even troubles hard to bear, 

heavenward are raised. 

Let God’s blessing come to 

you, let your soul be still 

Then release the blessings to 

the world at will. 

Source: ExploreFaith.org 

Prayer for expressing gratitude 

Then release the blessings to the world at will 

From Augustine’s Confessions 

were within me, but I was  

outside, and it was there that I 

searched for you. In my 

unloveliness, I plunged into the 

lovely things which you     

created. You were with me, 

but I was not with you.  

Created things kept me from 

you; yet if they had not been 

in you they would have not 

been at all.  

You called, you shouted, and 

you broke through my deaf-

ness. You flashed, you shone, 

and you dispelled my blind-

ness. You breathed your    

fragrance on me; I drew in 

breath and now I pant for you. 

I have tasted you, now I    

hunger and thirst for more. 

You touched me, and I burned 

for your peace. 

 

Let’s consider the prayers 

that simply ask for the deep     

personal experience of the 

sacred. These are the 

prayers that recognize the 

secondary importance of all 

things except the divine itself, 

and they are among the lofti-

est utterances of humanity.  

Late have I loved you, O 

Beauty ever ancient, ever new, 

late have I loved you! You 
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Our Sacred Space 

 

 

 

SIMPLY ASK  

FOR THE DEEP 

PERSONAL 

EXPERIENCE OF 

THE SACRED 

http://explorefaith.org/prayer/essays/living.html

