
gave me no greeting, but 

from the time I arrived she 

hasn't quit kissing my feet. You 

provided nothing for freshen-

ing up, but she has soothed 

my feet with perfume.      

Impressive, isn't it? She was 

forgiven many, many sins, and 

so she is very, very grateful. If 

the  forgiveness is minimal, the 

gratitude is minimal."  

Then he spoke to her:            

"I    forgive your sins."  

That set the dinner guests  

talking behind his back: "Who 

does he think he is, forgiving 

sins!"  

He ignored them and said to 

the woman, "Your faith has 

saved you. Go in peace." 

Translation: The Message 

Luke 7:36-50  
 

One of the Pharisees asked 

him over for a meal. He went 

to the Pharisee's house and 

sat down at the dinner table. 

Just then a woman of the 

village, the town harlot,   

having learned that Jesus 

was a guest in the home of 

the Pharisee, came with a 

bottle of very expensive 

perfume and stood at his 

feet, weeping, raining tears 

on his feet. Letting down her 

hair, she dried his feet, 

kissed them, and anointed 

them with the perfume. 

When the Pharisee who had 

invited him saw this, he said 

to himself, "If this man was 

the prophet I thought he was, 

he would have known what 

kind of woman this is who is 

falling all over him."  

Jesus said to him, "Simon, I 

have something to tell you." 

"Oh? Tell me."  

"Two men were in debt to a 

banker. One owed five   

hundred silver pieces, the 

other fifty. Neither of them 

could pay up, and so the 

banker canceled both debts. 

Which of the two would be 

more grateful?"  

Simon answered, "I suppose 

the one who was forgiven 

the most."  

"That's right," said Jesus. 

Then turning to the woman, 

but speaking to Simon, he 

said, "Do you see this 

woman? I came to your 

home; you provided no   

water for my feet, but she 

rained tears on my feet and 

dried them with her hair. You 

El Shaddai — (Hebrew ְרבִיב ב ב ‘,בעִב Ivrit) God Almighty who is all sufficient  

A story to enter into and a lifestyle to pursue  

Although God’s grace 

through faith is what saves 

us, and not acts of love or 

generosity, this woman’s act 

demonstrated her true faith, 

and Jesus honored her.  

Overflowing love is the  

natural response to forgive-

ness and the appropriate 

consequence of faith.  But 

only those who realize the 

depth of their sin can      

appreciate the complete 

forgiveness that God offers 

them.  Jesus has rescued all 

of his followers, whether they 

were once extremely wicked 

or conventionally good, from 

eternal death.  Do you    

appreciate the wideness of 

God’s mercy?  Are you 

grateful for his forgiveness?   

The Pharisees believed that 

only God could forgive sins. 

So they wondered why this 

man, Jesus, was saying that 

the woman’s sins were     

forgiven.  They did not grasp 

the fact that Jesus was    

indeed God.  

PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES 

 

FIRST READING:  HEAD 

THIS READING IS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF “HEARING” OR “SEEING” 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT.  IT ASKS 

WHERE A WORD OR PHRASE 

TOUCHES YOUR LIFE TODAY.   

 

SECOND READING:  HEART 

DOES A WORD OR PASSAGE 

TOUCH YOUR HEART?  WHEN YOU 

FIND A PHRASE OR WORD, GENTLY 

RECITE IT TO YOURSELF.  WHAT 

WORD OR PHRASE TOUCHES YOUR 

HEART? 

 

THIRD READING:  HANDS 

THIS READING IS FOR THE     

PURPOSE OF EXPERIENCING CHRIST 

“CALLING US FORTH” INTO DOING 

OR BEING.  ASK YOURSELF WHAT 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT IS INVITING 

YOU TO DO OR TO BECOME  

TODAY OR THIS WEEK.    

October 5, 2008 
Service starts at 10:30 am 

PRAY THE TEXT OF THE DAY AND ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY —  

in the Prayer Room at 9:30am. 

A  T R U E  W O R S H I P  E X P E R I E N C E  I S  O F T E N  A  D I R E C T  R E S U L T  

O F  P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  W O R S H I P  ( N U M B E R S  2 8 : 1 - 2 )   

OUR SACRED SPACE  
A T  N E W  C H U R C H  —  S U N D A Y S  A T  9 : 3 0 A . M .  

New Church 



El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
El-Elyon na Adonia,  
Age to age You're still the same,  
By the power of the name.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
Erkamka na Adonai,  
We will praise and lift You high,  
El Shaddai.  
 
Through your love and through the ram,  

You saved the son of Abraham;  
Through the power of your hand,  
Turned the sea into dry land.  
 
To the outcast on her knees,  
You were the God who really sees,  
And by Your might,  
You set Your children free.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
El-Elyon na Adonia,  
Age to age You're still the same,  
By the power of the name.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
Erkamka na Adonai,  
We will praise and lift You high,  
El Shaddai.  

Through the years You've made it clear,  
That the time of Christ was near,  
Though the people couldn't see  
What Messiah ought to be.  
 
Though Your Word contained the plan,  
They just could not understand  
Your most awesome work was done  
Through the frailty of Your Son.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  

El-Elyon na Adonai,  
Age to age You're still the same,  
By the power of the name.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
Erkamka na Adonai,  
I will praise and lift You high,  
El Shaddai.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
El-Elyon na Adonai,  
Age to age You're still the same,  
By the power of the name.  
 
El Shaddai, El Shaddai,  
Erkamka na Adonai,  
I will praise and lift You high,  
El Shaddai.  

2. How easy is it for believers 
to fall into Simon’s kind of 
thinking?  
 
3. Can you explain how    
destructive a "holier than thou" 
attitude can be to the church’s 
evangelism program?  
 
4. What attitude should    
prevail among believers in 
regards to sinners?  

 
 

 
 
 

1. What is the importance of 
repentance and faith as a 
response to the gospel? 
Define and explain both 
terms.  

 
 

Conclusion: 
Jesus’ encounter with a sinful 
woman teaches us the great 
price paid for the enormous 
debt of sin that we once car-
ried. There are too many un-
grateful Simons in the church. 
Let loving gratitude toward 
Jesus mark our walk with him. 

Lorenzo Arroyo 
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Our Sacred Space 

THE ARTS IN WORSHIP: 

1.  Eaglegrace:  Beautiful to Me — puts the story of Luke 7:36-50 to music — and it’s 

posted on our blog at http://westabbotsford.typepad.com .  (The name of the blog 

will change once New Church creates a name merging our two families of faith).   

2.  You Tube — Amy Grant sings El Shaddai (Live) 

3.  You Tube — Michael Card performs El Shaddi (Live)   

Luke 7:36-50 

http://westabbotsford.typepad.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-EGzskcdp0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzqwG-ZQDUE

