
asking me for a drink, and I 

would give you fresh, living 

water." 

 The woman said, "Sir, you 

don't even have a bucket to 

draw with, and this well is 

deep. So how are you going 

to get this 'living water'? Are 

you a better man than our 

ancestor Jacob, who dug this 

well and drank from it, he 

and his sons and livestock, 

and passed it down to us?" 

 Jesus said, "Everyone who 

drinks this water will get 

thirsty again and again. Any-

one who drinks the water I 

give will never thirst—not 

ever. The water I give will be 

an artesian spring within, 

gushing fountains of endless 

life." 

 The woman said, "Sir, give 

John 4: 1-24 

Jesus realized that the Phari-

sees were keeping count of 

the baptisms that he and 

John performed (although his 

disciples, not Jesus, did the 

actual baptizing). They had 

posted the score that Jesus 

was ahead, turning him and 

John into rivals in the eyes of 

the people. So Jesus left the 

Judean countryside and went 

back to Galilee. 

 To get there, he had to pass 

through Samaria. He came 

into Sychar, a Samaritan 

village that bordered the 

field Jacob had given his son 

Joseph. Jacob's well was still 

there. Jesus, worn out by the 

trip, sat down at the well. It 

was noon. 

 A woman, a Samaritan, 

came to draw water. Jesus 

said, "Would you give me a 

drink of water?" (His disci-

ples had gone to the village 

to buy food for lunch.) 

 The Samaritan woman, 

taken aback, asked, "How 

come you, a Jew, are asking 

me, a Samaritan woman, for 

a drink?" (Jews in those days 

wouldn't be caught dead 

talking to Samaritans.) 

 Jesus answered, "If you 

knew the generosity of God 

and who I am, you would be 

The Samaritan Woman at the Well 

A story to enter into and a lifestyle to pursue  

Already opposition was ris-

ing against Jesus, especially 

from the Pharisees. They 

resented Jesus’ popularity as 

well as his message, which 

challenged much of their 

teachings.  Because Jesus 

was just beginning his minis-

try, it wasn't’ yet time to con-

front these leaders openly; 

so he left Jerusalem and 

traveled north toward Gali-

lee.    

To go from the territory of 

Judea to Galilee meant 

passing through a central 

territory called Samaria.  

Most Jews did everything 

they could to avoid travel-

ling through Samaria.  The 

reason goes way back into 

their history. 

Jacob’s well was on the 

property owned by Jacob. It 

was not a spring-fed well, 

but a well into which water 

seeped from rain and dew, 

collecting at the bottom.  

Wells were almost always 

located outside the city 

along the main road. Twice 

each day, morning and eve-

ning, women came to draw 

water.  This woman came at 

noon, however, probably to 

avoid meeting people who 

knew her reputation.  Jesus 

gave this woman an extraor-

dinary message about fresh  
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SECOND READING:  HEART 

DOES A WORD OR PASSAGE 
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FIND A PHRASE OR WORD, GENTLY 
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me this water so I won't ever get thirsty, won't ever have to come back to this well again!" 

 He said, "Go call your husband and then come back." 

 "I have no husband," she said. 

 "That's nicely put: 'I have no husband.' You've had five husbands, and the man you're living with now isn't even your husband. You 

spoke the truth there, sure enough." 

"Oh, so you're a prophet! Well, tell me this: Our ancestors worshiped God at this mountain, but you Jews insist that Jerusalem is 

the only place for worship, right?" 

"Believe me, woman, the time is coming when you Samaritans will worship the Father neither here at this mountain nor there in Je-

rusalem. You worship guessing in the dark; we Jews worship in the clear light of day. God's way of salvation is made available 

through the Jews. But the time is coming—it has, in fact, come—when what you're called will not matter and where you go to wor-

ship will not matter. 

"It's who you are and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That's 

the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship. God is 

sheer being itself—Spirit. Those who worship him must do it out of their very being, their spirits, their true selves, in adoration." 

 

———————————————————————————— 
 
and pure water that would quench her spiritual thirst forever.   
 
This woman (1) was a Samaritan, a member of the hated mixed race, (2) was known to be living in sin, and (3) was in a public place.  No respectable Jewish man 
would talk to a woman under such circumstances.  But Jesus did. The Good News is for every person, no matter what his or her race, social position, or past sins.  We 
must be prepared to share this Good News at any time and in any place.  Jesus crossed all barriers to share the Good News, and we who follow him must do no less. 
 
What did Jesus mean by “living water”?  In the Old Testament, many verses speak of thirsting after God as one thirsts for water.  God is called the fountain of life.  In 
saying he would bring living water that could forever quench a person’s thirst for God, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah.  Only the Messiah could give this gift that 
satisfies the soul's desire.   
 
Many spiritual functions parallel physical functions.  As our bodies hunger and thirst, so do our souls.  But our souls need spiritual food and water.  The woman confused 
the two kinds of water, perhaps because no one had ever talked with her about her spiritual hunger and thirst before.  We would not think of depriving our bodies of 
food and water when they hunger or thirst.  Why then should we deprive our souls?  The living Word, Jesus Christ, and the written Word, The Bible, can satisfy our 
hungry and thirsty souls.   
 
The woman mistakenly believed that if she received the water Jesus offered, she would not have to return to the well each day.  She was interested in Jesus’ message 
because she thought it could make her life easier.  But if that were always the case, people would accept Christ’s message for the wrong reasons.  Christ did not come 
to take away challenges, but to change us on the inside and to empower us to deal with problems from God’s perspective.   
 
When this woman discovered that Jesus knew all about her private life, she quickly changed the subject. Often people become uncomfortable when the conversation is 
too close to home, and they try to talk about something else.  As we witness, we should gently guide the conversation back to Christ.  His presence exposes sin and 
makes people squirm, but only Christ can forgive sins and give new life.   
 
The woman brought up a popular theological issue —- the correct place to worship.  But her question was a smoke screen to keep Jesus away from her deepest need.  
Jesus directed the conversation to much more important point:  The location of worship is not nearly as important as the attitude of the worshipers.   
 
When Jesus said, “Salvation comes through the Jews.” he meant that only through the Jewish Messiah would the whole world find salvation.  God had promised that 
through the Jewish race the whole earth would be blessed. The Old Testament prophets had called the Jews to be a light to the other nations of the world, bringing 
them to a knowledge of God; and they had predicted the Messiah's coming  The woman at the well may have known of these passages and was expecting the Mes-
siah, but she didn’t realize that she was talking to him! 
 
God is Spirit means he is not a physical being limited to one place.  He is present everywhere, and he can be worshipped anywhere, any time. It is not where we wor-
ship that counts, but how we worship.  Is your worship genuine and true?  Do you have the Holy Spirit’s help?  How does the Holy Spirit help us worship?  The Holy Spirit 
prays for us, teaches us the words of Christ and tells us we are loved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


