
expecting a return. You'll 

never—I promise—regret it. 

Live out this God-created 

identity the way our Father 

lives toward us, generously 

and graciously, even when 

we're at our worst. Our Father 

is kind; you be kind. 

"Don't pick on people, jump 

on their failures, criticize their 

faults— unless, of course, you 

want the same treatment. 

Don't condemn those who are 

down; that hardness can boo-

merang. Be easy on people; 

you'll find life a lot easier. 

Give away your life; you'll 

find life given back, but not 

merely given back—given 

back with bonus and blessing. 

Giving, not getting, is the 

way. Generosity begets   

generosity." 

Translation:  The Message 

Luke 6:27-38 

 

To you who are ready for 

the truth, I say this: Love your 

enemies. Let them bring out 

the best in you, not the worst. 

When someone gives you a 

hard time, respond with the 

energies of prayer for that 

person. If someone slaps you 

in the face, stand there and 

take it. If someone grabs 

your shirt, gift-wrap your 

best coat and make a      

present of it. If someone 

takes unfair advantage of 

you, use the occasion to 

practice the servant life. No 

more tit-for-tat stuff. Live 

generously. 

"Here is a simple rule of 

thumb for behavior: Ask 

yourself what you want peo-

ple to do for you; then grab 

the initiative and do it for 

them! If you only love the 

lovable, do you expect a 

pat on the back? Run-of-the-

mill sinners do that. If you 

only help those who help 

you, do you expect a medal? 

Garden-variety sinners do 

that. If you only give for 

what you hope to get out of 

it, do you think that's charity? 

The stingiest of pawnbrokers 

does that. 

"I tell you, love your enemies. 

Help and give without     

Love for enemies 

A story to enter into and a lifestyle to pursue  

The Jews despised the    

Romans because they      

oppressed God’s people, but 

Jesus told the people to love 

these enemies.  Such words 

turned many away from 

Christ.  Jesus wasn’t talking 

about having affection for 

enemies; he was talking 

about an act of the will.  You 

can’t fall into this kind of 

love—it takes conscious   

effort.  Loving our enemies 

means acting in their best 

interests.  We can pray for 

them, and we can think of 

ways to help them. Jesus 

loves the whole world, even 

though the world is in rebel-

lion against God.  Jesus asks 

us to follow his example by 

loving our enemies. Grant 

your enemies the same    

respect and rights as you 

desire for yourself. 

A forgiving spirit demon-

strates that a person has 

received God’s forgiveness.  

Jesus used the picture of 

measuring grain in a basket 

to ensure the full amount.  If 

we are critical rather than 

compassionate, we will also 

receive criticism.  If we treat 

others generously, gra-

ciously, and compassionately, 

however, these qualities will 

come back to us in full meas-

ure.  We are to love others, 

not judge them.  From the 

Life Application Study Bible.

PRAYING THE SCRIPTURES 

 

FIRST READING:  HEAD 

THIS READING IS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF “HEARING” OR “SEEING” 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT.  IT ASKS 

WHERE A WORD OR PHRASE 

TOUCHES YOUR LIFE TODAY.   

 

SECOND READING:  HEART 

DOES A WORD OR PASSAGE 

TOUCH YOUR HEART?  WHEN YOU 

FIND A PHRASE OR WORD, GENTLY 

RECITE IT TO YOURSELF.  WHAT 

WORD OR PHRASE TOUCHES YOUR 

HEART? 

 

THIRD READING:  HANDS 

THIS READING IS FOR THE     

PURPOSE OF EXPERIENCING CHRIST 

“CALLING US FORTH” INTO DOING 

OR BEING.  ASK YOURSELF WHAT 

CHRIST IN THE TEXT IS INVITING 

YOU TO DO OR TO BECOME  

TODAY OR THIS WEEK.    

November 9, 2008 
Service starts at 10:30 am  Our Sacred Space 

A  T R U E  W O R S H I P  E X P E R I E N C E  I S  O F T E N  A  D I R E C T  R E S U L T  

O F  P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  W O R S H I P  ( N U M B E R S  2 8 : 1 - 2 )   

O U R  S AC R E D  S PAC E  
A T  N E W  C H U R C H — S U N D A Y S  A T  9 : 3 0 A M  

New Church 
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PEACE SUNDAY 

Isaiah 9:6-7a:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and 

peace, there will be no end.   

November 9:    Pray that the influence of Christians will bring change to unjust government systems. 

November 10:  Pray for transformation in the oppressive government of Myanmar. 

November 11:  Pray for transformation in the oppressive government of North Korea 

November 12:  Pray that Sudan’s government will work to protect citizens of all ethnic groups. 

November 13:  Pray the government officials tempted by bribery or embezzlement will instead speak out against it.   

November 14:  Thank God for his perfect authority over all the nations of the world. 

November 15:  Pray that elections around the world will be conducted justly and transparently. 

November 16:  Pray that Christians will be faithful in advocating for the world’s poor.   

PRAY 

 That all people will know God as King of Kings 

 That nations across the world will be governed by leaders who value truth, justice, and all human life  

 That God will inspire and bless those working at all levels of government, helping them do their jobs with integrity,    

humility, and wisdom 

 That God will guide you as a citizen of your nation 

 

PRAY before you vote on November 15th.   


